Program for Czech and Slovak Koncipients and Lawyers 

(Subject to change)

The John Marshall Law School  

Czech/Slovak Legal Institute

November 25 – 30, 2018
Telč, Czech Republic
Overview:  This program will introduce Czech and Slovak koncipients and attorneys to the American legal and entrepreneurial system.  Participants will discuss practical questions of universal concern involving ethics, professionalism, client counseling, and dispute resolution.  

The morning sessions will focus on particular substantive topics dealing with the practical operation of the American legal system and dispute resolution.  Their purpose is to make Czechs and Slovak attorneys feel comfortable with the American legal system and with working with American lawyers and clients.

The afternoon sessions will focus more on skills development.  Simulated client counseling and negotiating sessions will demonstrate alternative approaches.  Each evening participants will meet informally to view and discuss an American movie dealing with law related issues.  

Group interaction will take place throughout the week.  The goal of the program is to foster professionalism and the ability to represent clients in a variety of legal and entrepreneurial environments.  

Instructors:

Anne Marie Brunner, Counsel, Claims Division, Allstate Ins. Co. (ret.), 
Michael Fieweger, Attorney, Baker & McKenzie, Chicago, Illinois
Sheila M. Murphy, Adjunct Professor, The John Marshall Law School, and Retired Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois
Patrick Racey, Retired Lobbyist, Quaker Oats Company, Chicago, Illinois

Michael P. Seng, Professor, The John Marshall Law School, Chicago, Illinois
John Smietanka, Attorney, Smietanka Buckleiter Steffes & Gezon, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Richard Vavra, Counsel, Claims Division, Allstate Ins. Co. (ret)
Sunday, November 25
5:00 p.m.

Registration

7:00 p.m.

Reception and Dinner (Casual dress)

Monday, November 26
8:30 a.m.

Opening Remarks and Introductions

9:00 a.m.
Introduction to the American Legal System: The Contribution of the Common Law and the American Constitution; The American Judicial System – Professor Seng

10:30 a.m.
Break

10:45 a.m.
Introduction (continued)

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Group Discussion – The Rule of Law – What It Means; What Challenges It Presents; The Role of a Free Press and Non-Governmental Organizations; Citizenship and Human Rights
4:00 p.m.
Conclusion

7:30 p.m.
Movie:  (My Cousin Vinnie)

10:00 p.m.
Conclusion

Tuesday, November 27
9:00 a.m.
The American System of Trying Cases – Criminal and Civil; The Role of the American Prosecutor and Defense Counsel; Impeachment and the Role of Special Counsel in the Investigation of U.S. Presidents – Mr. Smietanka

10:30 a.m.
Break

10:45 a.m.
American System (continued)

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Discussion on the Alternative Forms of Dispute Resolution in the United States: Litigation, Mediation, Arbitration, Negotiation, and Restorative Justice – Judge Murphy 
3:15 p.m.

Break

3:30 p.m.
Mental Health and Addiction Issues Affecting the Legal Professional – Judge Murphy
4:30 p.m.

Conclusion

7:30 p.m.
Movie: (To Kill a Mockingbird) 

10:00 a.m.
Conclusion
 Wednesday, November 28
9:00 a.m.
Representing Small Business Clients:  Every Day Legal and Ethical Problems that Arise in the Course of Representing Business Clients; Exploring Alternative Methods of Accomplishing the Client’s Goals; How to Protect the Client Cost Effectively and Without Being an Obstructionist – Mr. Fieweger

10:30 a.m.
Break

10:45 a.m.
Small Business Clients (continued)

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

1:00 p.m.

Group Exercises in Client Counseling 

7:30 p.m.
Movie (All the President’s Men) 

9:30 p.m.
Conclusion

Thursday, November 29
9:00 a.m.
Professional Responsibility: The Attorney-Client Relationship; Conflicts of Interest; The Duty to Represent a Client Zealously Within the Law; The Duty to Keep the Client Informed; and the Problem of Client Confidentiality: What Does a Lawyer Do When a Client Is Acting Illegally? – Ms. Brunner and Mr. Vavra
10:30 a.m.

Break
10:45 a.m.
Professional Responsibility (continued)

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Group Exercises in Negotiating Disputes

5:00 p.m.
Conclusion

7:00 p.m.
Informal Get-Together

Friday, November 30
9:00 a.m.
Petitioning the Government; Lobbying and the Right to Representation – Mr. Racey

10:45 a.m.
Break

11:00 a.m.
Group Discussion

.


12:00 p.m.
Awarding of Certificates

1:00 p.m.
Conclusion

Saturday, December 1
Evening
Alumni Reunion (Jama Restaurace, Prague)

1

